Enid Blyton’s Education in Beckenham
School no. 1. TRESCO This was the name of Enid’s
kindergarten run by Edith Reed from her eight roomed home
in 79 Cedars Road – the semi on the left of the photo. This
pair of houses is on the corner of Clock House Road,
Beckenham.
When Edith opened her school, at least four rooms were
needed by members of her family: 1901 Census details
below.

By 1911 only Edith, Percy and a maid lived in the house.
Tresco’s location meant that the garden was overlooked by
the front upstairs’ windows of Enid’s 2nd and 3rd Beckenham
homes in Clock House Road – on far right of the photo.
It is not clear at what age Enid joined the school. If she was five, it would have been in 1902. Tresco would have been a short walk
from Enid’s first Beckenham home at 95 Chaffinch Road. When her family moved into 35 Clock House Road in 1903, Tresco was
literally just round the corner.
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School no. 2 Elm Road Baptist Church Sunday School. Enid joined on May 26th, 1907: see her entry in the Admission book below.
The photos of the church and hall used by the Sunday School were taken in 2002.
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School no. 3 St Christopher’s in Croydon Road
Enid’s first secondary school was founded by Misses Minnie and Margaret Shaw in 1902 in a large 9 roomed house at 88 Croydon
Road , on the corner of Shrewsbury Road, opposite the site used today by the Azelia Hall. In the 1903 Street Directories, their entry
was “Shaw, the Misses, St Christopher’s School”.
Since that date houses in Croydon Road have been renumbered
and the school building has been replaced by a block of flats.

Left: map of Enid’s four
schools in Beckenham
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School no. 4 St Christopher’s in Rectory Road In 1908 the Shaw sisters moved their school to a similar huge Victorian building on
a much bigger site at 2 Rectory Road on the corner of Blakeney Road, close to Beckenham Junction Station.

By 1913 St Christophers was run by two Head Mistresses, Miss Kate Banner and Miss
Norah Banner, as shown in the Beckenham Journal advert.
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Misses Banner and Jenner awarded prizes to Enid, who had joined the school at its Croydon Road address in 1907.
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St Christopher’s School in Bromley Road, Beckenham
On the left is the history page on the current website of the St Christopher’s School in Bromley Road, Beckenham.
The first clause at the beginning of the second
paragraph has led many to imagine that Enid
Blyton went to school in the building in the
photograph.
Enid Blyton certainly attended St Christopher’s
school from 1907 to 1915, but this was in Rectory
Road, Beckenham.
There was no amalgamation. The Misses Banner
& Jenner, the St Christopher’s headmistresses
who signed prize certificates awarded to Enid
Blyton at their Rectory Road in 1914 and 1915,
moved their school into 49 Bromley Road in 1927
and were still there in 1935.
By that date, Enid Blyton’s career as an author
and educational advisor had taken off. Misses
Banner & Jenner must have been very pleased
with the success of their star pupil in Rectory
Road.
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