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Edwin (Ted) Greenman 1909 to 2003
This article covers his Beckenham years from 1909 to 1929. On this page the photos are of
152 Mackenzie Road and the map shows important places in the life of the Greenman family
in Beckenham.
A. 3, Maitland Road where in 1901 Edwin Greenman senior was living with his sister
Abigail (both aged 29), their father the widowed Charles, and a granddaughter
Margaret McPherson age 15.
B. 152 Mackenzie Road where in 1911 Edwin senior was living with eight other
members of the wider Greenman family, including a sister, a sister in Law, two nieces
and four nephews including Edwin (Ted) Greenman junior who had been born in
Beckenham in 1909.
C. The Technical Institute campus in Beckenham Road where Ted was a secondary
school pupil from c. 1919 to 1929, initially in the Trade School before moving to
Beckenham School of Art.
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The photos below are of the Tech (c 1902) and the Art School (c 1930). Their locations
are shown in the 1911 OS map.

Page 3 of 3

Edwin (Ted) Greenman was born in 152 Mackenzie Road, Beckenham, Kent on 21st March
1909, one of six brothers and sisters. His father was a carpenter and become a Clerk of Works,
working on large construction sites including the Blackwall Tunnel. At home his mother
managed the family, and kept order, albeit with some exceptions, for example the day when she
said that Ted was not going to school, she took him to the Derby at Epsom!
By the age of 13, when Ted was at the Trade School (part of the Technical Institute) he spent 2
days a week he studied architectural drawing. Here, they noticed his artistic ability and he was
directed to the adjacent Beckenham School of Art (BSA) where he studied engraving, drawing
and painting from 1926 - 1929 including some years under Henry Carr RA.
In 1929 Ted received a scholarship to study at the Royal College of Art from 1929 - 1933. In
order to make the scholarship go further, caught the workman's train into London (very early in
the morning) and walked from Victoria to Kensington to save money.
In 1934 he submitted a portfolio for a Rome scholarship and exhibited at the Royal Academy and
other prominent exhibitions.
By the outbreak of war in 1939 he was working at Guildford School of Art where he became
Acting Principal when Maurice Wheatley, the Principal, was called up for active service.
For information about Ten Greenman’s later career and to see some of examples of his art, please
look at
http://www.greenman-gallery.co.uk/about-artist.html

Also there is a very full account in the Independent dated 8 April 2003
www.independent.co.uk

******

Henry Carr was 30 years old when he joined the
BSA in 1924 where he worked for 17 years
becoming the Head of the School in 1941 when he
was called up. Shortly before moving he painted a
scene during the blitz, quite near the BSA.
Another BSA pupil who trained under Carr was
Mollie Russell-Smith who lives in Cromwell Road.
In 1939, Beckenham Library opened leading Mollie
to describe the buildings of the Tech, the Art
School and the Library as the Beckenham Campus.

